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  Monet

	DATE:  [Insert Day/Date Here]
SESSION 1
	OVERVIEW:  Preview book and vocabulary, read, draw caricatures, do a science or an online activity


	MATERIALS LIST: 

Book, drawing paper, pencils or colored pencils

Alternate Activity – plastic glasses, water, pencils, drawing paper, colored pencils

Alternate Online Activity – computers with internet access


	
	PREVIEW BOOK

Pass out Monet to each student. Tell students they will be learning many interesting facts about the artist Claude Monet. Next, tell each student to imagine you are an artist, and you love to paint pictures of water. Where would you go to create your paintings? Why, a boat, of course! That’s just what an artist named Claude Monet did. He packed up his paints, his brushes, his easel, and all his other equipment and took them out for a sail. Monet also loved painting outdoor scenes on land, even on the windiest, rainiest days. It could get messy, but most people think the results were worth it! In this book, you’ll get the chance to see Monet’s paintings and judge for yourself.



	(
10 - 15 min. 
	DISCUSSION
Let students flip through pages of the book. Start a group discussion by asking the following questions:

· What is something in nature that you think is beautiful? What do you like about it?

· If you wanted to make a picture of this natural thing, what would you use? Watercolors? Crayons? Markers? Why would you choose that tool?

· Do you think different people can see the same thing in different ways? For instance, have you and a friend ever looked at something together, but noticed different details about it? Explain.

· Now think back to the beautiful thing in nature that you chose earlier. How might a different person see it? What else might this person notice about it? If you were both to paint a picture of it, how would the paintings be different?


	(
5 - 10 min.
	VOCABULARY

· moody (MOO-dee) being in or showing a bad mood; gloomy. My mom was moody because she had such a hard day at work. 

· reflect (ri-FLEKT) to give back an image of, like a mirror does. If you look into a pond, you can sometimes see your face reflected in the water. 
· studio (STOO-dee-oh) the place where an artist works. We took a class trip to the painter’s studio so we could watch him at work.
· subject (SUB-jikt) a person or thing that is shown in a work of art. My friend wants to use my dog as the subject of her next painting. 


	(
5 - 10 min.
	PARTS OF THE BOOK

· Show students the cover of the book and have them examine the illustration. Explain that the book is about a real person, and ask: From the illustration, can you tell what job this person does? (painter) Read the title aloud and help students pronounce the artist’s name. 

· Next, preview the book’s illustrations and ask students to predict which ones were painted by Monet, and which ones were created for the book. Explain that the paintings with captions are by Monet, and that a caption tells the title of the painting, the year it was made, and the place where the painting is now. The cartoon illustrations are by Mike Venezia, the author and illustrator of the book. Discuss with students how the two styles of art differ: Monet’s paintings use soft colors and blurry lines, while Venezia’s cartoons use bright colors and solid black lines.


	(
15 – 20 min.
	READING
PAGES 3 – 11

· If you or students are reading aloud, be sure to use think-aloud strategies to aid students’ comprehension. After you read a spread of the book, pause to ask students to summarize the information in their own words. If students have grasped the main ideas, continue. If not, go back and help them try to solve the problem. For instance, if students are having trouble with a particular vocabulary word, help them use the word in a different context.   

· If students are reading silently, encourage them to pair up after reading several pages and summarize the information together. You can circulate throughout the room, providing assistance as needed.




	(
30 – 40 min.
	ACTIVITY – DRAWING CARICATURES

· Monet didn’t always paint beautiful natural scenes. As shown on page 11, the younger Monet created some very silly portraits! Explain to students that this style of portrait is called a caricature. In a caricature, the artist takes one or two features of the person he or she is drawing, and exaggerates it. For instance, one of the examples in the book shows a man with a very big nose. His nose could not have been that big in real life—but it was probably slightly big, so Monet noticed it and exaggerated it to make the picture funny. Invite students to create their own silly self-portrait by exaggerating their favorite feature. For instance, a student with very curly hair might draw a wild, springy mane. A student who likes to wear baggy clothes might draw him or herself wearing a gigantic pair of pants. Ask students not to sign their pictures, and attach them to a bulletin board or wall. Then have fun guessing whose silly portrait is whose! 
· NOTE: Use the Activity Assessment Grid to record students’ effort and participation.




	(
30 – 40 min.
	ALTERNATE ACTIVITY – CHANGING SHAPE

· Monet loved the way objects looked when they were reflected in the water. Students can do a simple science experiment to see how water can change the way things look. Have students work in pairs, and give each pair two clear plastic glasses and two pencils. First, have students fill each glass halfway with water. Then have them place one of the pencils in the water so it leans against the side of the glass. Have one student hold the other pencil so it stands straight up in the water, and have the partner step back and observe both glasses. Then have them switch so the other partner can observe. Students will see that the straight pencil appears basically the same as it would outside of the water, while the leaning pencil seems to bend as if it were made of rubber! This is due to a process called refraction, which is what happens when water bends light. If they like, have students record the results of their experiment by drawing a picture of what each pencil looked like in the water.  


	(
30 – 40 min.
	ALTERNATE ONLINE ACTIVITY

· Most of Monet’s paintings are in museums around the world – but a few of them are still for sale! They cost a great deal of money, but people can actually buy the paintings and hang them wherever they want. If online resources are available, have pairs of students follow the path below to take a look at which paintings are available. Encourage each student to choose one painting they would like to buy. Partners can discuss why they would like to have the painting, and where they would hang it if it were theirs. 

Go to: http://goafterschool.grolier.com/splash.html. 
Click on Grolier Online Kids. 

Type Monet in the “Find It Fast!” box. 

On the results page, click the Websites tab. 

Click the first link, Claude Monet On the Internet.
Under “Commercial Galleries,” click Original works by Claude Monet available for purchase at art galleries worldwide. 

Follow each link to view the paintings. 
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  Monet

	DATE:  [Insert Day/Date Here]
SESSION 2
	OVERVIEW:  Review, read, do a painting activity, or family portrait activity, or drama activity


	MATERIALS LIST: 

Book, watercolor paper, pencils, watercolor paints, large watercolor brushes, water, cut up kitchen sponges, and cotton swabs

Alternate Activity 1 - Colored construction paper, rulers, pencils, scissors, colored pencils, crayons, or markers

Alternate Activity 2 – Pencils, writing paper


	(
10 – 15 min. 
	DISCUSSION

Review what was already covered in the book. Ask the following, adding additional questions based on students’ answers.
· What are some of Monet’s favorite subjects to paint? (boats, oceans, ponds, and lakes)
· When Monet was a child, what kind of artwork did he do? (He drew funny pictures, often of his teachers.)
· Where did Monet spend most of his childhood? (Le Havre, a town by the sea)
· Do you think growing up by the sea had an effect on what he chose to paint as an adult? Why?


	(
10 – 15 min.
	READING
PAGES 12 - 23

· When reading interesting facts, captions or passages, pause to further explore by asking students related questions on the topic. If you or students are reading aloud, be sure to use think-aloud strategies to aid students’ comprehension. After you read a spread of the book, pause to ask students to summarize the information in their own words. If students have grasped the main ideas, continue. If not, go back and help them try to solve the problem. For instance, if students are having trouble with a particular vocabulary word, help them use the word in a different context.   

· If students are reading silently, encourage them to pair up after reading several pages and summarize the information together. You can circulate throughout the room, providing assistance as needed.




	(
30 – 40 min.
	ACTIVITY – OUTDOOR PAINTING

· As students learned in the book, Monet preferred painting outdoors. If possible, set up a space outside—ideally near trees, flowers, or other plant life—for students to paint an Impressionist-style painting. (If it is not possible to take students to a natural area, you can bring in pictures of gardens, ponds, and other outdoor settings for students to use for reference.) Provide students with watercolor paper, pencils, watercolor paints, large watercolor brushes, water, cut up kitchen sponges, and cotton swabs. To begin, have students use a pencil to draw a simple outline of an outdoor scene. Then, using a large watercolor brush or dampened sponge, have them wet the watercolor paper. Students can then use the sponges to dab paint onto the paper, creating the “impression” of trees, bushes, the sky, and so on. The more watered-down the paint is, the softer the picture will look. Have students use cotton swabs to dab on impressions of flowers, mixing shades of paints. Finally, invite students to title their works and add their signatures. When dry, display the finished paintings in an “art gallery” for all to enjoy. 
· NOTE: Use the Activity Assessment Grid to record students’ effort and participation.


	(
30 – 40 min.
	ALTERNATE ACTIVITY 1 – CREATE YOUR OWN FAMILY PORTRAIT

· Monet loved to paint pictures of his wife and son. Invite students to create their own “family portrait.” First, let each student select one sheet of colored construction paper to create a frame for their drawing. Provide rulers and instruct students to line the ruler up with the top, bottom, and both sides of the paper, tracing the inside edge of the ruler in each position. This should create a rectangle in the center of the paper that students can then cut out. Provide students with a sheet of drawing paper and glue, and let them glue the frames to the drawing paper. Then provide students with colored pencils, crayons, and markers, and encourage students to draw one or more people in their family, showing each person in action, or in a scene that shows something about the person’s personality. For instance, a mischievous little brother might be shown with his hand in the cookie jar. A father who loves to read might be shown with his eyes peering over the top of a book. When students are finished drawing, have them create a title for their picture. Rather than simply writing the person’s name, encourage students to come up with an imaginative title that says something about that member of the family. For instance, a picture of an aunt who loves wearing wacky clothes might be titled “The Fashion Expert”! Have students share their portraits with a partner.


	(
20 – 30 min.
	ALTERNATE ACTIVITY 2 – ADDING WORDS TO ART

· Invite small groups of students to choose a favorite Monet painting from the book, and then use their imaginations to come up with a dialogue to go along with it. Students can name the characters and imagine what they might have been thinking and saying at the time the painting was done. For instance, students who choose the painting on page 18 might make up a dialogue in which the mother is singing a song to lull the baby to sleep, and the baby is cooing back. Students who choose the painting on page 25 might have the women discussing any number of subjects, from the weather to what they want to eat for dinner that night! Encourage groups to write their dialogue down in the form of a script, writing the character’s name and a colon followed by the words the character says. When students are finished, they can act out their script for the other groups.
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  Monet


	DATE:  [Insert Day/Date Here]
SESSION 3
	OVERVIEW:  Review, read, discuss, write a letter, create an invention, or draw a timeline


	MATERIALS LIST: 

Book, writing paper, pencils

Alternate Activity 1: My Invention reproducible, colored pencils, markers

Alternate Activity 2: The Life of Monet reproducible, pencils, colored pencils


	(
10 – 15 min. 
	DISCUSSION

Review what was already covered in the book. Ask the following, adding additional questions based on students’ answers.
· Where did Monet and his friends like to paint? (outdoors or in the countryside)
· Who did Monet often use for models in his paintings? (his wife, Camille, and their children)

· When Monet first started painting not many people liked his work. Do you like Monet’s paintings? Why or why not?


	(
10 – 15 min.
	READING
PAGES 24 - 32

· If you or students are reading aloud, be sure to use think-aloud strategies to aid students’ comprehension. After you read a spread of the book, pause to ask students to summarize the information in their own words. If students have grasped the main ideas, continue. If not, go back and help them try to solve the problem. For instance, if students are having trouble with a particular vocabulary word, help them use the word in a different context.   

· If students are reading silently, encourage them to pair up after reading several pages and summarize the information together. You can circulate throughout the room, providing assistance as needed.


	(
20 – 30 min
	DISCUSS AND SUMMARIZE

· How would you describe Monet’s style of painting to someone who had never seen it before? (He used blurry lines, soft colors, many natural scenes, and lots of light and water.)

· Why did Monet bring his art supplies on a boat? (He liked the way things looked reflected in the water, so he put together a “floating studio.”)
· Monet liked to paint pictures of outdoor scenes. If you were going to paint a picture what would you choose to paint?
· Monet often painted many pictures of the same thing, but at different times of year. Describe how a painting of your school would look different during each season.

· NOTE: Use the Activity Assessment Grid to record how well students participated in the discussion.


	(
30 min.
	ACTIVITY: WRITE MONET A LETTER

· If Monet were still alive, what would students like to talk with him about? Do they have questions they would like to ask him? Invite students to explore their curiosity as they practice the format of a personal letter. If necessary, review the parts of a letter before students begin. Remind them that a friendly letter includes the date, a salutation (or greeting), a body (the main part of the letter), a closing, and a signature. If you like, you can write an example together on chart paper before students write their individual letters. For instance:

May 18, 2009

Dear Mr. Monet,

We’re writing to tell you how much we liked your painting “Women in the Garden.” We learned that you used your favorite model, the woman who became your wife, to pose for all four of the women in the painting. Is this why only one woman’s face is showing in the picture? Is it because you only had her face to look at?







Sincerely,







Our After-School Group  
· NOTE: Use the Activity Assessment Grid to record students’ effort and participation.


	(
15 - 20 min.
	ALTERNATE ACTIVITY 1: MY INVENTION

· Copy the My Invention reproducible so there is one copy for each student. Provide crayons or markers for students to draw pictures of their ideas. 


	(
30 – 40 min.
	ALTERNATE ACTIVITY 2: THE LIFE OF MONET

· Copy The Life of Monet reproducible so there is one copy for each student. Have students complete the page, drawing sketches to depict Monet at different stages in his life.


